University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-11-2008

Extending the vision: Mansfield Center celebrates 25 years
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Extending the vision: Mansfield Center
celebrates 25 years" (2008). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 21107.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/21107

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

The University of

Montana

UNIVERSITY RELATIONS • MISSOULA, MT 59812 • 406-243-2522 • FAX: 406-243-4520

Sept. 11, 2008
Contact: Terry Weidner, director, Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center, 406-243-2281,
tern .weidner@umontana.edu.

EXTENDING THE VISION: MANSFIELD CENTER CELEBRATES 25 YEARS
MISSOULA—
This year marks the 25th anniversary of The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center at
The University of Montana.
Founded to maintain the values of U.S. Senator Mike Mansfield and his beloved wife,
Maureen, the center was launched in 1983 with an endowment from Congress to honor its
longest-serving Senate majority leader.
“In the realm of politics, most of yesterday’s heroes are like remaindered merchandise
in the bargain bins,” said center Director Terry Weidner. “Unfortunately, many younger
Montanans know too little about the Mansfields, yet their legacy remains strong in Montana,
the nation and in Asia.”
That legacy endures not only because of Mike Mansfield’s important accomplishments,
Weidner said, but also because of the values he embodied, including a strong sense of personal
integrity and professional ethics, an uncommon bipartisan spirit and a deep commitment to
understanding and learning from other peoples and civilizations.
The center’s most visible outreach, the annual Mansfield Conference, is now in its 24th
year. This year’s conference, “Climate Change in Asia: Security Implications and Prospects
for International Cooperation,” will be held Sept. 24-25 in the University Center Ballroom at

UM.
Designed as a teaching conference, it will feature prominent speakers from the United
States, China, India and Japan. The conference is co-sponsored by the Mansfield Foundation,
the center’s sister organization in Washington, D.C.
From its inception, the Mansfield Center placed a dual emphasis on ethics and public
policy on the one hand and American-Asia relations on the other - the twin foci of Mike
Mansfield’s illustrious career in the U.S. Congress from 1942 to 1977 and as ambassador to
Japan from 1977 to 1988.
Mansfield played a key role in the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, was resolute in
his principled opposition to the Vietnam War and was a moving force behind Richard Nixon’s
historic opening to China. But all this was hardly known at the time, and Mansfield preferred it
that way. He was a man who commanded respect from both sides of the aisle but had a rare
willingness to cede credit to others. Mike Mansfield died in 2001 at the age of 98; Maureen
died a year earlier at the age of 95.
“Mansfield’s simplicity and integrity earned him the admiration of high-placed officials
and ordinary persons throughout Asia,” Weidner said. “Simply mentioning the name
Mansfield in Japan, for example, will invariably provoke not only instant recognition but also
a testimonial to the man and his wife that would have made Mike shake his head in
embarrassment. ”
Mansfield was a teacher - a professor of Far Eastern history at UM - before he entered

*

politics. Maureen also was a teacher, and like all good teachers, both were lifelong students. It
is from their example that the Mansfield Center takes its cue. Teaching in a variety of ways
about Asia and America’s relations with Asia through the prism of ethical public policy has
been and remains the core mission of the center in its 25th year.
In addition to undergraduate classroom teaching at UM, the Mansfield Center also
offers courses through the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and teacher training courses on
East Asia in conjunction with the National Consortium for Teaching about Asia.
The center also provides training courses to visiting Chinese leaders, in particular
through its partnership with the All-China Youth Federation. It is active in offering public
lectures and related programming on Asian issues and international affairs, often in
collaboration with UM and community partners such as the Montana World Affairs Council.
Weidner came to UM to direct the Mansfield Center in 2003. His goals were to expand
the slate of center activities and to vault it into national prominence.
“When the center was brought to my attention, I was really impressed,” he said. “It not
only stood for all the right things but also had clearly done some incredible things. And yet,
many in the larger Asian studies community did not know about it.”
A number of new programs launched in this 25th anniversary year may help the center
achieve Weidner’s goals.
The Visser Public Lecture Series will be inaugurated next month to bring more highlevel speakers on Asia-related international topics to the University and the community.

A second new program, the Mansfield Legal Reform Initiative, helps train legal
defenders in China and involves citizens in the legal process in Japan and Korea.
A new Confucius Institute represents another new signature program. Partially funded
by the Chinese government but locally controlled, the institute will offer Chinese language in
Montana schools for the first time and also will dramatically increase school programs and
public outreach on Chinese culture, current events and business.
The Defense Critical Language/Culture Program represents an even more ambitious
undertaking, Weidner said. Funded by a $2 million multiyear grant from the federal
government, the program will offer intensive, short-term Chinese and Arabic language
refresher classes and strategic culture training to U.S. government personnel.
The center is also in the early stages of a Xinjiang Initiative, a collaborative research
and exchange program with Xinjiang Normal University in Urumqi, located in China’s
northwestern Muslim minority region. New links with Vietnam and India are also in the
works.
“Managing the many center activities with a small staff is a constant juggling act, but
one my colleagues and I undertake with a pretty strong sense of commitment.” Weidner said.
“We share Mike and Maureen Mansfield’s vision of a world in which Americans and
Asians cooperate to achieve not only a better understanding each other’s histories and cultures
but also a collaborative approach to solving a range of issues of grave import to both sides.
This is the foundation for the peaceful world we hope to leave as our own inheritance to our

children and future generations. If we can help in some small way to achieve these goals, w e’ll
be able to see ourselves as true caretakers of the legacy and vision of Maureen and Mike
Mansfield.”
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